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INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 



This response is being timely filed with a petition for a two month extension of time and 
a request for continued examination by the extended due date of July 14, 2003 (July 13, 2003 
was a Sunday). 

Claims 1-34 are pending in the application. Claims 2-4, and 8-23 have been withdrawn 
from consideration. Claims 5, 7, 24-32, and 34 have been allowed. Claim 6 has been found to 
be objectionable even though the Examiner has indicated that this claim contains allowable 
subject matter. Claims 1 and 33 are rejected. 



Applicants request amendment of claims 1, 6, 24, 30, and 32. Applicants also request 
cancellation of the withdrawn claims and the addition of new dependent claim 35. No claim fees 
are believed to be due as a result of the amendments. 
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FEE TRANSMITTAL 
for FY 2003 

Effective 01/01/2003. Patent fees are subject to annual revision. 



S Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 
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□ Charge any additional fee(s) during the pendency of this application 

□ Charge fee{s) indicated below, except for the filing fee 

to the above-identified deposit account. 
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Fee Description 

Claims in excess of 20 
Independent claims in excess of 3 
Multiple dependent claim, if not paid 
** Reissue independent claims over 
original patent 

** Reissue claims in excess of 20 and 
over original patent 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.17 and 1.27. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Cor^cj^htiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, 
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to 
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing this form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



